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INTO2 Unit Two Assignments

Watch and understand the DVD presentation “From the Mouth of
God.”

Read and understand all the Unit notes.
Read assigned chapters from A General Introduction to the Bible.

Comment on selected passages for the assignment: Thus says the
Lord.

Write an article for the assignment: A substantial witness.

Comment on the implications for ‘inspiration’ found within selected
groups of passages for the assignment: How the Spirit moved.

Choose from a selection of evidences for ‘inspiration’ and comment
on their suitability.

Fill in and sign Self Assessment Form.
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INTO2 Unit Two Instructions

Read this section first!

You will need to do all the work specified below and should
endeavour to do it in the order given. Again, there should be much to
think about and, if you’re like the rest of us, some concepts are likely
to be hard to grasp first time around.

First watch the DVD presentation: “From the Mouth

of God.” This is basically an introduction to the

subject of ‘Inspiration’ and should help to prepare

you for what follows! Remember, it can be useful to

watch the DVD presentations again as you progress

through the Unit - some things might make better sense

second time around and, if nothing else, might help to reinforce some
concepts learned.

1

Next, read through the Introduction. The use of the word ‘inspiration
was addressed in the video presentation and this section provides
some further clarification. There are no specific assignments until you
get to the next section.

The section on Biblical Claims of ‘Inspiration’ is vital to the
discussion and its importance should not be missed. You will find
three assignments here:

« Unit Assignment 1 requires you to read a couple of chapters from
A General Introduction to the Bible. You may, of course, read more
if you like, but try not to lose the thread running through the Unit. As
you read, take notes and include them within your folder for your
future reference.

« Unit Assignment 2 has two parts and is fairly straightforward. You
will need to make some brief comments, do some simple counting
(a concordance or computer might come in handy) and then make
an observation.

« Unit Assignment 3 will require some thought and some careful
planning. Remember that “no more than” means “no more than”
and can also mean less!

The next section tries to understand the The Process of
‘Inspiration’ and pays particular attention to the work of the Holy
Spirit. Assignment 4 might appear to be a little challenging, but is
really rather straightforward with a healthy degree of imaginative
thought. Ensure that you read carefully the instructions and the
passages involved.

In Understandings of ‘Inspiration’ we take a look at the relatively
recent history of development of thought in this area. This is only a
brief introduction to what can be a complex field, and principle
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alternative views are mentioned. There is no assignment attached to
this section, though it does require a good deal of thought.

The final section of the Unit, Evidence of ‘Inspiration,’ looks at a
number of popular arguments put forward to defend the divine origin
of Scripture. For Unit Assignment 5 you will need to select from
these arguments and comment on their suitability.

A Final Check. Make sure you have done everything you have been

asked to do and then prepare to send in your assignments. Make use
of the Unit Two Checklist. While you wait for our response press on

with your Bible reading programme.
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Introduction

This Unit is arguably the most important of the Module. It deals with
the very essence of Scripture as the written-down revelation of God.
Our understanding of that process and its validity will fundamentally
affect our approach to Scripture in all our devotion, study, teaching
and application.

‘Inspiration’ and revelation

In Unit 1 we have seen that special revelation is the process used by
God to disclose truth about himself and his purpose that could not be
discovered by human effort alone. In this Unit we will consider the
doctrine of what is generally referred to as ‘inspiration.’

Inspiration is to be distinguished from revelation in that it is the
process by which the revelation was received from God and recorded
by the human writers of Scripture. Revelation is the imparting of
God'’s truth; inspiration involves the reception and recording of that
truth. It is inspiration that makes the Scriptures an infallible record of
God’s revelation. Inspiration is that process which enabled God’s
word to be communicated and written down without error.

Inspiration or Expiration?

The origin of ‘inspiration’

The English word ‘inspiration’ has an interesting history, dating from
perhaps the early part of the 14th century. The basic underlying idea is
of an external influence or stimulation producing extraordinary effects
within a given object or person. Within theology, where the word (and
its associated verb, ‘to inspire’) seems to have developed, its origin
can be traced to the version of the Bible known as the Latin Vulgate.
Here, a number of verses in both the Old and New Testaments contain
the Latin verb inspiro or the noun inspiratio. The following examples
are from the Douay-Rheims version, a translation of the Vulgate into
English, with the relevant Latin word shown in brackets.

« And the Lord God formed man of the slime of the earth: and
breathed (inspiravit) into his face the breath of life, and man
became a living soul (Genesis 2:7).

« All scripture, inspired (inspirata) of God, is profitable to teach,
to reprove, to correct, to instruct in justice (2 Timothy 3:16).

+ For prophecy came not by the will of man at any time: but the
holy men of God spoke, inspired (inspirati) by the Holy Ghost
(2 Peter 1:21).

« But, as | see, there is a spirit in men, and the inspiration
(inspiratio) of the Almighty giveth understanding (Job 32:8).
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+ Neither is he served with men's hands, as though he needed
any thing: seeing it is he who giveth to all life and breath
(inspirationem) and all things (Acts 17:25).

You might find it useful to look up these passages in a version with
which you are familiar. This might help to show more clearly how
varied are the contexts in which this word and its associated verb are
found, and also indicate alternative words used.

As the English Bible developed, the word acquired a technical
meaning with reference to the production of the Biblical writings
themselves. It became associated exclusively with 2 Timothy 3:16
where the Latin Vulgate reads omnis scriptura divinitus inspirata. This
was then rendered by Wyclif as “Al Scripture of God ynspyrid is ....”

The perpetuation of ‘inspiration’
When the Greek text was first translated into English, the word
‘inspiration’ remained within the renderings of 2 Timothy 3:16. See
the following:
+ William Tyndale: “For all scripture geve by inspiracion of god is ....”
« Bishop’s Bible: “All scripture is geuen by inspiration of God ...”

- Geneva Bible: “For the whole Scripture is giuen by inspiration
of God ...”

+ King James: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God ...”

+ Revised Version: “Every scripture inspired of God ...”

+ Revised Standard Version: “All scripture is inspired by God ...”
Now a part of the ‘King James tradition,’ the word becomes the
established technical term to speak of the means by which God
influenced Biblical writers to ensure that that which was written was
wholly and divinely trustworthy. The doctrine of inspiration meant that
all Scripture was inspired, whatever that might have meant. For the
term is actually somewhat misleading and is not a good translation of
the phrase found in 2 Timothy 3:16.
A better translation

The key word in this phrase in the Greek text is 6eonvevotos
(theopneustos). It is a compound of two words literally meaning:
‘breathed by god,’ or ‘god-breathed.’ This is reflected in a number of
more recent versions:

« New International Version: “All Scripture is God-breathed ...”

« English Standard Version: “All Scripture is breathed out by God ...”

« The Message: “Every part of Scripture is God-breathed ...”

Where the word ‘inspiration’ technically speaks of ‘the act of
breathing in’ or ‘inhalation,’ 6eonvevotos speaks more of ‘expiration’
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or ‘exhalation.” Donald Macleod suggests “The meaning is not that
God breathed into the Bible. It is that God breathes out the Bible.”
As such it would be more accurate to speak of the ‘Expiration of
Scripture,’ though that would present problems of its own! To speak
of the ‘God-breathedness of Scripture’ is rather contrived and
somewhat convoluted, so perhaps the ‘Exhalation of Scripture’ would
be more useful.

But though many would argue that we should accept a special
meaning of the word ‘inspiration’ when it comes to Scripture within a
technical context, we do need to be careful when speaking to others
who may not share this vocabulary. Keats might well have had
inspiration as a poet, but that is not the meaning of the word here. It
might be useful to think more in terms of ‘exhalation’ and to speak of
Scripture as having been ‘breathed out’ by God.

Biblical claims

It is vitally important that we do not simply subscribe to an argument
of ‘circular reasoning’ in which the Bible is seen as being true
because it says it is. Similarly we cannot assert that the Bible is
God’s word because it says it is, and because it is God’s word it
cannot lie! Having said that, we should certainly allow it to speak for
itself. Whatever the Bible may claim for itself does not logically
provide support for itself, but rather clarifies the stance for which
support should be sought. As such, Biblical claims provide a useful
starting point from which further investigation may proceed.

As we will see, the Bible records numerous statements claiming that
the words it contains are God’s words. These claims are found
throughout the Scriptures and they form the basis of an
understanding of the authority of Scripture, summed up many years
ago by Benjamin Warfield as: ‘What the Scripture says, God says.™

We will take a look at a number of these claims from both the Old
and New Testament Scriptures before moving on to consider the
process by which God actually wrote his word. This will lead us to
examine a number of approaches to the concept of ‘inspiration.’

Evidences of ‘inspiration’

If the claims of Scripture are true, that is, if the Bible truly is from
God, then we would expect to see certain conditions fulfilled. In
considering evidences of ‘inspiration’ we will examine a number of
areas and seek to draw some reasonable conclusions.

1 Macleod, A Faith to Live By, 2002: 11

2 Warfield, “Inspiration” in Orr, ed., The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia,
1960: 1477. See also Warfield, The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible, 1970. This
statement dates back as far as Augustine of Hippo to the end of the 4t century AD.
See his Confessions, xiii. 29 (“that which My Scripture says, | say”).
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Biblical Claims of ‘Inspiration’

As we have already stated, the claims made by Scripture regarding
the origin of Scripture must be taken seriously. They cannot be
dismissed as trivial. The implications resting on the trustworthiness of
such claims are immense.

UNIT ASSIGNMENT 1 - GEISLER AND Nix

In their A General Introduction to the Bible, Geisler
and Nix devote entire chapters3 to the ‘specific
claims of inspiration’ within both the Old and New
Testaments. Students should read these chapters
as part of the requirements for this Unit.4

Specific claims of Scripture having been breathed out by God might
be made in a variety of ways. Typically we find phrases such as ‘this
is what the Lord says,’ ‘thus says the Lord’ or ‘the word of the Lord
came to me,’ etc. scattered throughout the Old Testament Scriptures.
Of course, not every sentence or section begins with such a claim -
nor even does every book contain one - suggesting that acceptance
of the divine origin of Scripture is not wholly dependent upon such
specific statements as these.

At times the very context of a book speaks implicitly of its authority. In
other instances there might be claims made in other parts of
Scripture that support the divine authorship of a particular book. It is
at this point that the subject of ‘Inspiration’ becomes entangled with
that of ‘Canonisation’ which will be dealt with in the next Unit.

For now we will focus on specific claims supporting the divine origin
of specific sections of Scripture.

Claims within the Old Testament

- Then God spoke all these words ... (Exodus 20:1).
« And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD.... (Exodus
24:4).

+ Then he took the book of the covenant, and read it in the
hearing of the people; and they said, ‘All that the LORD has
spoken we will do, and we will be obedient’ (Exodus 24:7).*

 The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God, engraved upon the tablets (Exodus 32:16).

« The LORD spoke to Moses, saying ... (Leviticus 4:1; cf. 5:14;
6:1,8,19,24; 7:22; etc. - 24 times in book).

3 In the 1986 (Revised and Expanded) edition, the chapters are 4 and 6 (see note
18 below). In the earlier edition the chapters are 5 and 7.
4 Geisler and Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible, 1986: 65-75; 89-97
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« The LORD spoke to Moses, saying ... (Numbers 3:5; cf.
3:11,44; 4:21; 5:1,5,11; etc. - 33 times in book).

» These are the commandments and the ordinances that the
LORD commanded through Moses to the Israelites ...
(Numbers 36:13).*

« The LORD our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying ...
(Deuteronomy 1:6).

+ Then the LORD said to me ... (Deuteronomy 2:2).

« The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which | swore to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘l will give it to your
descendants’...” (Deuteronomy 34:4).*

- After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD
spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, saying ...
(Joshua 1:1).

« The LORD said to Joshua ... (Joshua 3:7).
« The LORD said ... (Judges 1:2).
» Then the LORD said to Samuel ... (1 Samuel 3:11).

+ The spirit of the LORD speaks through me, his word is upon
my tongue. The God of Israel has spoken ... (2 Samuel
23:2-3).

- ... the priest Hilkiah found the book of the law of the LORD
given through Moses (2 Chronicles 34:14).

« Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind ... (Job
38:1).

« In God, whose word | praise, in the LORD, whose word | praise
(Psalms 56:10).

- Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for the LORD has
spoken ... (Isaiah 1:2).

+ ... therefore thus says the Lord GoOD ... (Isaiah 7:7).

- The words of Jeremiah ... to whom the word of the LORD came
... (Jeremiah 1:1-2).

« The word of the LORD came to me, saying ... (Jeremiah 2:1).

« Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and
the LORD said to me, ‘Now | have put my words in your
mouth.” (Jeremiah 1:9).*

- ... as | was among the exiles ... the heavens were opened,
and | saw visions of God.... the word of the LORD came to the
priest Ezekiel ... and the hand of the LORD was on him there
(Ezekiel 1:1-3).”

+ | am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus
says the Lord GoD’ (Ezekiel 2:4).*
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- To you, O God of my ancestors, | give thanks and praise, for
you have ... now revealed to me what we asked of you ...
(Daniel 2:23).

+ ... |, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that,
according to the word of the LORD to the prophet Jeremiah,
must be fulfilled ... (Daniel 9:2).*

« The word of the LORD that came to Hosea ... (Hosea 1:1).
» The word of the LORD that came to Joel ... (Joel 1:1).
« Thus says the LORD ... (Amos 1:3).

« The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord GOD concerning
Edom ... (Obadiah 1).

+ And see the opening verses of the rest of the Hebrew
prophets.

Though this list is already lengthy, it is certainly not exhaustive. It
should, however, help to emphasise the significant number of specific
claims of divine origin made within the Old Testament Scriptures
themselves.

UNIT ASSIGNMENT 2 - THUS SAYS THE LORD ;

You may have noticed that seven of the above
references were marked with an asterisk (*). For
each of these references, comment briefly on what
we learn from them with regards to the divine origin =
of Scripture. You may, if you wish, use the Answer

Sheets provided to the rear of these Module notes.

Once you have done this, return to Ezekiel 2:4 and note the phrase:
‘Thus says the Lord GoD’ (NRSV) or its equivalent in whichever
version you might be reading. Count how many times the prophet
records this phrase in the book and suggest what might be the
significance of such a statement.

Old Testament claims are supported in the New
Testament Scriptures

Not only does the Old Testament contain numerous claims that its
words are God’s words, but these claims are also clearly
substantiated by the writings of the New Testament. Warfield puts it
like this:

It would be difficult to invent methods of showing profound
reverence for the text of Scripture as the very Word of God,
which will not be found to be characteristic of the writers of the
New Testament in dealing with the Old.5

5 Warfield, The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible, 1948: 299
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Affirmation of divine origin

Firstly, there are passages where the New Testament Scriptures
affirm the divine origin of words attributed to God in the Old
Testament Scriptures. A few examples will suffice:

« All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” (Matthew
1:22-23; cf. Isaiah 7:14).

« For God said, ‘Honour your father and your mother,” and,
‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely
die’ (Matthew 15:4; cf. Exodus 20:12; 21:17).

- What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are
the temple of the living God; as God said, ‘| will live in them
and walk among them, and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people’ (2 Corinthians 6:16; cf. Leviticus 26:11-12;
Ezekiel 37:26-27).

« Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your
feet, for the place where you are standing is holy
ground’ (Acts 7:33; cf. Exodus 3:5).

« And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read
what was said to you by God, ‘| am the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is God not of the
dead, but of the living (Matthew 22:31-32; cf. Exodus 3:6).

The Scripture says what God said

There are, secondly, a couple of references within the New
Testament writings that equate the text of the Old Testament
Scriptures with the voice of God himself.

Galatians 3:8

- And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to
Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations be
blessed’ (Galatians 3:8, ESV).

« Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘... | will bless those who bless
you, and him who dishonours you | will curse, and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed’ (Genesis 12:1,3,
ESV).

In Genesis 12:3 we are told that God, or rather, “the LORD said to
Abram ...” but in Galatians 3:8 Paul simply says that “the Scripture ...
preached, saying ....” So the Scripture says what God said.

Romans 9:17

« For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose |
have raised you up, that | might show my power in you, and
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that my name might be proclaimed in all the
earth’ (Romans 9:17, ESV).

- Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning
and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus
says the LORD, ... But for this purpose | have raised you up,
to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed
in all the earth” (Exodus 9:13,16, ESV).

In Exodus 9, it is the LORD, through Moses, who speaks to Pharaoh.
But Paul writes that it was the Scripture who spoke to him - even
though that Scripture had not yet actually be written when Moses
spoke. So again, it is the Scripture that says what God said.

God says what the Scripture said

Then, looking at things the other way around, God is sometimes
spoken of as if he was synonymous with the Scriptures. That is,
where the Old Testament Scriptures are quoted, it is claimed that
God himself had spoken. Here are a few examples:

Matthew 19:3-4

« He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them
from the beginning made them male and female, and said,
‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh™?
(Matthew 19:3-4, ESV).

- Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh
(Genesis 2:24, ESV).

The text in Genesis does not attribute these words to the mouth of
God but rather treats them as part of the narrative. Jesus states that
they were said by “he who created” mankind. So God says what the
Scriptures said - they are seen as synonymous.

Hebrews 1:7

- Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his
ministers a flame of fire” (Hebrews 1:7, ESV).

« He makes his messengers winds,his ministers a flaming fire
(Psalm 104:4, ESV).

Acts 4:24-25

« And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to
God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and
the earth and the sea and everything in them, who through
the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy
Spirit, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in
vain”? (Acts 4:24-25, ESV).

« Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? (Psalm
2:1, ESV).
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This is an illustration of the principle given in 2 Peter 1:21, where
God is said to have spoken by the Holy Spirit through his servants.
We know from this passage in Acts 4 that David definitely wrote the
second Psalm. We also know that though David wrote it, God
actually said it, for God says what the Scriptures said.

There are other examples similar to these illustrating the synonymity
of God speaking what the Scriptures have spoken, but these will
suffice. There are also examples where the authoritative subject
might be assumed, such as in James 4:6 where the AV attributes the
proverb to God with “Wherefore he saith ...” (cf. Proverbs 3:34),
though most versions read “Therefore it says,” presumably referring
to the Scriptures (as supplied by the NIV: “That is why Scripture
says ...” though the word for ‘Scripture,’ ypade (graphe), does not
appear here).

The Scriptures are the Word of God

The writers of the New Testament documents use a nhumber of words
and phrases that seem to have adopted a somewhat technical
sense. Phrases such as ‘the Scripture,’ ‘the word of God’ and ‘the
law’ possess an immediate sense of the authority of God. Even the
phrase, “have you never read ...” implies a mutual recognition of the
authority inherent within the written word.

« Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are
gods’? If those to whom the word of God came were called
‘gods’ - and the scripture cannot be annulled ...” (John
10:34-35).

- Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in
our eyes’?” (Matthew 21:42; cf. Psalm 118:22-23).

+ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures (Luke 24:27).

Even the phrases, “have you never read ...?” and “it is written ...”
carry a sense of absolute authority.

+ ... Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of the
mouths of infants and nursing babies you have prepared
praise for yourself’?” (Matthew 21:16; cf. Psalm 8:2).

« Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your
God, and serve only him” (Luke 4:8; cf. Deuteronomy 10:20).

UNIT ASSIGNMENT 3 - A SUBSTANTIAL WITNESS

As you read through these passages it is important that you fully
understand the significance of what is an overwhelming endorsement
of the Old Testament scriptures by those of the New. Reread
Warfield’s quote above and write a brief article of no more than 500
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words entitled: The New Testament witness to the ‘
Hebrew Bible. Write it as an article that could be read -
by believers in an educational bulletin.

Claims within the New Testament L

Whilst the divine origin of the Old Testament scriptures is

clearly endorsed by the New Testament, we must ask: what does the
New Testament claim for itself? Again, we must not fall into a trap of
circular reasoning, but we do need to understand what claims there
are before seeking to defend them.

The giving of the Spirit of truth

The only time we read of Jesus writing during his time on earth is
recorded in John 88 - and we are not even told what he wrote. It was
left to his followers to record events of his life, his teaching and the
activity of his Spirit within his people following his departure. The
records, written within the context of what at times were most
personal relationships, are contained in what we call the New
Testament today.

Before his death, Jesus promised that through him the Father would
send his Holy Spirit to the apostles who would teach them all things.
Jesus spoke of him as “the Spirit of truth” who would bring to their
remembrance all that he had said and would testify about him. They
would be guided into all truth by the Spirit, and the Spirit would declare
to them the things to come. Read John 14:26; 15:26-27; 16:13-14.

The Spirit was to enable them to be an effective witness of Christ “to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem,” (see Luke 24:47-49; Acts
1:8). The Spirit would empower them and enable them to act with the
very authority of Christ himself (see John 20:21-23). The promise of
the coming of the Spirit was fulfilled in Acts 2.

’The Word of God’

The phrases ‘word of God’” and ‘word of the Lord’ occur 57 times in
the New Testament writings, 27 of which are by Luke and most of
these in his book of Acts. We can discuss any possible theological
implications of this at a later date, but for the time being it might
indicate something about the nature of mission among early
believers - to fill the world with the Word of God (cf. Acts 5:28).

‘Word of God’ ‘Word of the Lord’
Gospels 8 1
Acts 11 10

6 Understanding that this is the common location for this passage.
7 or “God’s word.” The phrase “word of Christ” occurs an additional two times.
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‘Word of God’ ‘Word of the Lord’
Paul 11 3
General 7 1
Revelation 5
42 15

The following passages should help to illustrate the way in which the
early community of believers accepted and followed the “apostles’
teaching” (Acts 2:42). This teaching was regarded as the
authoritative ‘word of God.’

The word of God continued to spread; the number of the
disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of
the priests became obedient to the faith (Acts 6:7).

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them
(Acts 8:14).

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard
that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God
(Acts 11:1).

But the word of God continued to advance and gain adherents
(Acts 12:24).

When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of
God in the synagogues of the Jews ... (Acts 13:5).

The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the
word of the Lord (Acts 13:44).

Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It
was necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to
you. Since you reject it and judge yourselves to be unworthy
of eternal life, we are now turning to the Gentiles”

(Acts 13:46).

But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, and there, with
many others, they taught and proclaimed the word of the Lord.
After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Come, let us return
and visit the believers in every city where we proclaimed the
word of the Lord and see how they are doing” (Acts 15:35,36).

Claims to be God’s word

There was no doubt in the minds of the writers of the New Testament
that the message they preached and the words they wrote were from
God. The following passages well illustrate this conviction:

We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you
received the word of God that you heard from us, you
accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s
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word, which is also at work in you believers (1 Thessalonians
2:13).

« And we speak of these things in words not taught by human
wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to
those who are spiritual (1 Corinthians 2:13).

« For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you,
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a
loaf of bread (1 Corinthians 11:23).

- For | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel
that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for | did not
receive it from a human source, nor was | taught it, but |
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ
(Galatians 1:11-12).

. ... the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as |
have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my
insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known
to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit
(Ephesians 3:3-5, ESV).

« | warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to that person the
plagues described in this book; if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that
person’s share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are
described in this book (Revelation 22:18-19).

New Testament ‘Scripture’

When Paul writes to Timothy, “All Scripture is breathed out by God
...” (2 Timothy 6:16), context suggests that he is referring to the Old
Testament Scriptures. The New Testament writings had not been
written when Timothy was a child (verse 15) and by the time he
received this second letter from Paul it is unlikely that they had been
completed. This use of the word ‘Scripture’ is consistent with what we
have already seen in the New Testament.

That being so, it is clear that the same designation comes to be used
of the New Testament writings, even before their completion,
recognising them as having equal standing with the Old Testament
scriptures. Indeed, the implication of the writers of the New
Testament is that these ‘new’ scriptures are actually superior to the
old inasmuch as they reveal a more complete picture of God and of
his will.

The word of eye-witnesses

As we have seen, “Long ago God spoke ... by the prophets, but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son...” (Hebrews 1:1). The
revelation of Jesus, the Son, is superior to that which came by the
prophets inasmuch as it is more complete. The writer of Hebrews
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proceeds to warn his readers that the consequences for neglecting
the revelation of the Son are therefore more serious (Hebrews 2:1-2).
This revelation, he writes,

was declared at first through the Lord, and it was attested to
us by those who heard him, while God added his testimony
by signs and wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit, (Hebrews 2:3-4).

The implication of this passage seems to be that the writings of
“those who heard him,” to which “God added his testimony,” are “no
less prophetic than those of their Old Testament counterparts.”

The witness of Peter

After speaking of his personal experience of hearing the voice of God
“‘come from heaven,” Peter affirms that “we have the prophetic
message more fully confirmed” (2 Peter 1:19), suggesting that the
apostolic witness only further confirmed the authority of the already
established prophetic word. Later he writes:

This is now, beloved, the second letter | am writing to you; in
them | am trying to arouse your sincere intention by reminding
you that you should remember the words spoken in the past
by the holy prophets, and the commandment of the Lord and
Saviour spoken through your apostles (2 Peter 3:1-2).

So the words of the apostles are considered on equal standing with
the words of the ‘holy apostles.’ This is wholly consistent with what
Peter later writes concerning the writings of the apostle Paul, making
them equivalent in standing to “the other scriptures” (2 Peter 3:16).

Paul quotes Moses and Luke

As Peter refers to the writings of Paul as ‘scripture,’ so Paul himself
refers to a statement of Jesus, as recorded by Luke, as scripture:

for the scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it is
treading out the grain,” and, “The labourer deserves to be
paid” (1 Timothy 5:18).

The first quote is taken from Deuteronomy 25:4, but the second, “The
labourer deserves to be paid,” is taken from Luke 10:7 - a ‘New
Testament Scripture.’

Early circulation

Even though there is no reference to the complete collection of the
27 books of the New Testament within the New Testament itself,
there is clear indication of a move towards the circulation of such a
collection. We have already noted above that Peter refers to the

8 Geisler and Nix, 1986: 93
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writings of Paul as ‘Scripture,’ but in so doing speaks of them in
collective terms:

So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the
wisdom given him, speaking of this as he does in all his
letters. There are some things in them hard to understand,
which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction,
as they do the other scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16).

Peter’s reference to “all his letters” suggests that both he and his
readers have had access to them, implying a degree of circulation
from early times. This idea is further endorsed by the instruction Paul
gives to the brothers and sisters in Colossae:

And when this letter has been read among you, have it read
also in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you read
also the letter from Laodicea” (Colossians 4:16; cf. 1
Thessalonians 5:27).

Summary

Old Testament claims for divine origin are numerous. They are also
very well supported by the New Testament writings which maintain
that the Scriptures say what God said, and that God says what the
Scriptures said. The Old Testament Scriptures claim, quite simply, to
be the word of God.

The New Testament’s claim for divine origin comes from the promise
of Jesus to send the Holy Spirit to his apostles, who would be guided
into all truth by the Spirit. The New Testament writers claimed this
authority for their words and their writings. Their words were to be
treated on the same basis as the Old Testament writings and were
regarded as authoritative for the new community of Christ. Their
words were the words of the Lord and therefore possessed divine
authority in the same way as the Old Testament writings.

We will next look at what Scriptures have to say about the process of
‘inspiration’ before moving on to briefly consider various alternative
understandings of the concept. Finally, in this Unit, we will present a
number of evidences that have been put forward which might serve
as a useful basis for further thought.

Later in this Module we will look at the implications of these claims
for the authority of Scripture in a 21st century world.
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The Process of ‘Inspiration’

Having seen something of the substantial claims made by both the
Old and New Testament writings with regards to their divine origin,
we move on to consider how the words of God came to be written in
the documents we know as Scripture. How exactly did this process
known as ‘inspiration’ actually work?

Key passages

As we have already suggested, we can only go part of the way to
explain the process - the rest we must accept by faith. Just as we
cannot fully explain how God created this vast universe, we
nonetheless believe that he did. We turn first to two key passages of
Scripture that are of importance to our understanding of the process.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work (ESV).

Paul claims that all scripture is “breathed out by God” who is
therefore identified as the source or origin of the scriptures. They
have come about by His creative breath. This passage says nothing
about the writers of scripture, only the writings themselves, and we
should remember that it is only the writings that can be said to be
‘inspired’ - not the writers. It makes no sense to speak of ‘God-
breathed writers!’

2 Peter 1:20-21

... knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes
from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they

were carried along by the Holy Spirit (ESV).

Peter indicates that Scripture is not of human origin - that is, it did not
come about by the impulse of man, nor by human investigation or
discovery. Rather, it came about through the Holy Spirit. The source
or origin of Scripture lies with God, but God used human agents to
communicate his word. These were men who were moved or borne
along by the Holy Spirit to speak or write God’s words exactly as God
wanted them to be recorded. Writers moved by the Spirit recorded
writings breathed out by God.

Necessary constituents

The whole process depends upon God’s revelation - it is a divine
initiative - and it is revelation of a most specific nature. It then
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involves a human element, as the process of communication takes
place within the context of relationships. It is important that we
understand that God has not communicated in a vacuum, so to
speak, but in a most personal fashion. And then there is the end
result - the enduring record of what has been revealed.

In their A General Introduction to the Bible, Geisler and Nix propose
three constituents necessary in the process of inspiration:®

Divine causality

The Divine — God is the first cause or prime mover in the process of
‘inspiration.” God moved and the prophets mouthed his words. God
revealed and the writers recorded what he had spoken. “The Bible is
God’s word in the sense that it originates with Him and is authorised
by Him, even though it is articulated by men.”10 God has spoken.

Prophetic agency

The Human — God used human agents or instruments through whom
he spoke and as the means by which his word was written down.
Here, the role of the Holy Spirit is vital. It is by his Spirit that God has
spoken, breathing out his word through his servants, the prophets,
who first spoke and then wrote the words of God.

Scriptural authority

The Book — The Bible, the collection of divinely authoritative books is
the end product. It is in this book that God has spoken, and it is here
that he speaks today.

These three constituents are certainly essential, though more needs
to be said about this process that enabled these writings to be both
wholly divine and wholly within the human context. To that end we
will briefly consider the role of the Spirit and the mind of man.

The role of the Spirit

Words of the Spirit

2 Peter 1:21 tells us that “men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.” Nehemiah 9:30 uses the formula: “by your
spirit through your prophets,” and Zechariah 7:12 has “the law and
the words that the LORD of hosts had sent by his spirit through the
former prophets.”

David had already said the same thing, more or less, a thousand
years earlier. As he neared the end of his life, the prophet king

9 Geisler and Nix, 1986: 38
10 Ibid.

INTO2 - Unit 2 - The Process of ‘Inspiration’ - page 21 of 39



exclaimed: “The spirit of the Lord speaks through me, his word is
upon my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2).11

New Testament Scriptures record both Jesus and Peter referring to
words written by David as having been given by the Holy Spirit:

David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, ‘The Lord said to
my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until | put your enemies under
your feet” (Mark 12:36).

Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a
guide for those who arrested Jesus ... (Acts 1:16).

When Stephen addressed the Jewish council in Jerusalem he had
this to say to his listeners:

You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you
are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors
used to do. Which of the prophets did your ancestors not
persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the
Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers and
murderers (Acts 7:51-52).

Their opposition to the prophets was an opposition to the Holy Spirit,
for the voice of the prophets was the voice of the Spirit of God
speaking through them.

At the end of his book of Acts, Luke records Paul’s encounters with
yet more unbelieving Jews in the city of Rome. He had one more
thing to say:

The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors
through the prophet Isaiah, ‘Go to this people and say, You will
indeed listen, but never understand, and you will indeed look,
but never perceive’ (Acts 28:25-26).

What the prophets said was in fact what the Spirit had said. Look up
Hebrews 3:7; 9:8; 10:15; 1 Peter 1:11 for a few more examples of the
Holy Spirit speaking the words recorded in Scripture.

Of course, none of this explains exactly how the process worked, but
it does confirm the principle of 2 Peter 1:21, that “men spoke from
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” Whatever else the
words of Scripture might be, they are first and foremost the words of

11 You might have noticed that in the verses quoted above (from the NRSV), the
word ‘spirit’ was written with a lower case ‘s.” Most other versions in these places
write ‘Spirit’ with an upper case ‘S.’ This is one of the quirks of the NRSV. In most
cases capitalisation is a matter for translators and is subject to a degree of
interpretation. Though neither are wrong, the use of an upper case ‘S’ in these
passages makes it clear that the writers are speaking of the one (or do you prefer
‘One?’) we know as the ‘Holy Spirit.’
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God, breathed out through his Spirit. What Scripture says, God says,
and he said it by his Spirit.

Signs of the Spirit

Whilst discussing the role of the Holy Spirit in the process of moving
people to write down the words of God, we ought also to consider his
role in confirming the authority of that word as being from God. In a
passage cited earlier that addresses the superior nature of the New
Testament scriptures, the writer of Hebrews speaks of both the
human and the divine testimony to that word:

It was declared at first through the Lord, and it was attested to
us by those who heard him, while God added his testimony by
signs and wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the
Holy Spirit, distributed according to his will (Hebrews 2:3-4).

The idea of “signs and wonders and various miracles” is at least as
long-standing as Moses, through whom God displayed a significant
number of extraordinary acts. These sorts of things are not
commonplace, but are seen at critical periods in history, generally in
association with special revelation from God. Here the writer affirms
that they were a part of God’s “testimony,” in support of the message
of salvation in Christ, along with “gifts of the Holy Spirit” that were
distributed among the believers.

When Peter addressed the large crowd in Jerusalem at Pentecost,
shortly after Jesus had ascended, he spoke of “Jesus of Nazareth, a
man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs
that God did through him ...” (Acts 2:22). Here was that same
“testimony” (cf. John 20:30-31). And the words spoken by the
apostles that day were themselves being endorsed by signs that
were gifts from the Spirit “that you both see and hear” (Acts 2:33).

There were “varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians
12:4), writes Paul as he addresses early believers in Corinth. These
were given to serve as signs for the benefit of unbelievers (cf. 1
Corinthians 14:22), to confirm the authority of the word that was
being revealed and proclaimed. Do also read Mark 16:15-20 and
Romans 15:18-19.

The mind of man

It is very clear from reading through the Scriptures that there are
almost as many genres or categories of style as there are writers.
We will have more to say about this in another module, but for the
moment we will note that these include:

« Law - lists of commands, often with clarifications and explanations
- Historic narrative - records and details of events in history

« Poetry - songs or poems of praise directed towards God
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« Wisdom - literature that contains wise sayings, teaching how to live
« Prophecy - words from God of repentance and blessing

« Apocalyptic - words of imagery and figurative language

- Gospels - accounts of the life and teaching of Jesus

« Letters - both personal and collective correspondence

When we consider what we might call the ‘mechanics’ by which
writers of Scripture wrote words breathed through them by God,
certain genres seem to fit more easily than others. It is, for example,
more easy to understand how God might have dictated his laws and
decrees through Moses than it is to understand how he might have
led Paul to write his more personal letters, or David his intimate
psalms.

Closer examination will show that individual writers bring their own
personalities and experiences with them as God breathes his word
through them. Some were well educated, others were more at home
in the fields or on the sea. There were kings, priests and military
commanders - each chosen by God to be a channel through whom
his word would be committed to the pages of Scripture. And in the
presence of the writer’s humanity, the divine word takes mortal form
as it is revealed with the context of human relationships.

Long ago, William Ramsay observed:

It is, however, impossible for an author to hide himself
completely. Even in the selection of details, his personality
shows itself. So in Acts, the author shows the true Greek
feeling for the sea.!?

UNIT ASSIGNMENT 4 - HOW THE SPIRIT MOVED A

With all this in mind, and in light of all that has been

said so far, read the following passages of Scripture

and for each one/set address what you see as the

implications for ‘inspiration.’ You are not being asked £

to comment on the meaning of the passages, so just ———
include your thoughts on what they have to say about the

process and manner of God breathing his word through the writers of
Scripture. It might be best to first read through every passage before
beginning to make your comments.

Don’t write too much for each example, and keep your total word
count to no more than 500 words.

- Exodus 20:1ff.; Luke 16:17; Revelation 22:18-19

« Mark 15:26; John 19:19

« Psalm 45:6-7; Hebrews 1:8-9

12 Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller and the Roman Citizen, 1897: 21
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- Psalm 44:23-26; 74:1

« 2 Chronicles 4:2

+ 2 Timothy 4:13; Philemon 15-16

 Luke 1:1-4

+ 2 Kings 19; Isaiah 37 (or Micah 4:1-3; Isaiah 2:2-4).

Summary

The cause of ‘inspiration’ is God, the key mover is the Spirit of God,
the agents or channels are people of God, and the end result is the
word of God in human language.

Inspiration is that mysterious process by which the divine
causality worked through the human prophets without
destroying their individual personalities and styles to produce
divinely authoritative and inerrant writings.13

According to the Bible, inspiration is a superintendence of God
the Holy Spirit over the writers of the Scriptures, as a result of
which these Scriptures possess Divine authority and
trustworthiness and, possessing such Divine authority and
trustworthiness, are free from error.14

What Scripture says, God says, and he said it by his Spirit through
the hearts and hands of humans.

13 Geisler and Nix, 1986: 39
14 Young, Thy Word Is Truth, 1974: 27
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Understandings of ‘Inspiration’

It should be understood that not all readers of the Bible have
subscribed to the understanding of Scripture’s origin that has been
outlined here in this Unit. As was stated towards the beginning of this
Module, many differences in beliefs exist, even among those who
profess to be Christians, and much of this confusion exists as a result
of differing attitudes towards the Bible and its origin. That being said,
it is likely that many would actually find it difficult to articulate their
particular understanding of ‘inspiration’ and even more so to find
support for it within the Scriptures themselves (if, indeed, they saw
that to be appropriate).

In light of this, it is important that we have a good grasp of our
understanding of the origin of Scripture, and that it should be
consistent with our understanding of Scripture itself. It would also be
useful to recognise alternative theories as we attempt to reach out to
others who appear to see things in a quite different light. As
disagreements are often more to do with views of Scripture as a
whole than they are to do with views of a particular passage, it is a
good idea to first seek common ground on the subject of authority.

A very little history

Things used to be much simpler. Eckhard Schnabel sums up a
definition of Scripture by stating that “The conviction that Scripture is
the word of God was the undisputed tradition of the church until the
17th Century.”'> Numerous writers could be cited to support this
position, including many of the so-called ‘Church Fathers’ of the
centuries following the completion of the New Testament
Scriptures.16

From the 17t century things began to change. Driven by the
philosophy of the Enlightenment and fuelled by the Protestant
Reformations, challenges to the authority of Scripture began to
emerge within the ranks of those driven more by the supremacy of
human reason than by divine faith. So much more could be said of
this conflict, and of its historical development within 18th and 19th
century Europe, but students of the Bible should at least be aware of
it and of its implications in the development of an understanding of
the authority of not only Scripture, but of God himself.

Towards the end of the 19t century, following the publication of
Darwin’s On the Origin of Species (1859) and the development of
negative higher critical theories, these challenges to the authority of
Scripture began to take a hold of much mainstream thought. What
was considered to be the orthodox view - that what the Scripture

15 Schnabel, “Scripture” in Alexander and Rosner, eds., New Dictionary of Biblical
Theology, 2000: 34
16 See Geisler and Nix, 1986: 99-111
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says, God says - was being increasingly side-lined by popular writers
and theologians to the extent that, at times, it is almost impossible to
avoid their influences in our reading today. So be very aware!

Critical thinking

In all of this we must be careful not to throw out the proverbial baby
with the dirty bath water. There is little doubt that much has been
gained through a critical analysis of the Biblical texts. We will, for
example, be particularly interested in lessons learned through what is
generally known as lower, or textual, criticism when we come to
consider the history and development of the Biblical texts in a later
Module. But the less-than-constructive theories of higher critical
thinking, such as many of those presented by the likes of Eichhorn
and Wellhausen, are an altogether different matter. These are those
which, more often than not, generally seek to explain away all that is
divine through mere human endeavour and experience.

The mention of textual criticism raises another matter that ought to
be at least a part of our considerations at this time. When examining
the origin of Scripture, as we are doing in this Module, we are
considering Scripture in its original form - as written by the ‘holy
apostles and prophets.” Whatever imperfections may or may not
have subsequently appeared, through either transmission or
translation of the text, they do not affect the claims and primary
implications of divine origin.

A variety of views

It will suffice. at this stage, to simply and briefly describe what are
three main, contemporary views of the origin of Scripture. The first is
essentially that which has been outlined at some length earlier in this
Unit. The other two, plus additional views and variations of the same,
might be pursued further elsewhere. The three main views may be
described as:

« The orthodox view
« The neo-orthodox view
- The liberal view

The orthodox view - (verbal plenary inspiration)

The view of ‘inspiration’ outlined in this Unit is often referred to as
‘verbal plenary inspiration.’ It is ‘verbal’ - it is by means of words; and
it is ‘plenary’ - it is full or complete in every part. The phrase ‘verbal
plenary inspiration’ means that the writers were fully directed, even to
their choice of words. All the words that were first written were God-
breathed; God gave full expression to his thoughts in the words of his
servants through the Biblical record. Within the personalities and
cultural backgrounds of the writers, God guided the choice of their
words so that the end result was completely the word of God, whilst
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also being the words of the human writers. Macleod uses the word
‘organic’ to express this idea of Scripture having been given through
the human personality.?”

There is nothing in the Bible that is not ‘breathed out’ by God
Himself. In that sense He is the author of the entire Bible. Yet
we are told equally clearly that it was men who spoke. ... They
were God’s spokesmen, but they spoke very much as men. ...
Their whole personalities were involved in the work God gave
them to do. Their hearts, their minds, their memories, their
emotions, their whole experience and all their gifts went into
creating the Bible for us. Far from suppressing their
personalities, God used them.18

The evangelical view

This is the view generally held within the modern evangelical world'®
and would be considered consistent with the teachings of Scripture
itself. It should be said, however, that among those who hold to this
view, there are still many different approaches to interpreting
Scripture - but such matters belongs in another Module.

The neo-evangelical view

It should also be noted that within the modern evangelical world there
will be varying degrees of acceptance and understanding of this
view. Some speak of a ‘neo-evangelical view’ in which, though a high
regard might be held for Scripture as a whole, it is not considered to
be inerrant as a whole. This view holds that only parts of it are to be
considered as ‘inspired’ - though there is no consensus as to which
parts these might be.

The neo-evangelical position regards the Bible as a book of
redemption. In that it is infallible, but it is not considered to be
inerrant in all its statements - particularly of an historic or scientific
nature.

It might be useful to summatrily define some key words here:

- infallible - it is without fault, incapable of making mistakes or being
wrong. This does not imply divine origin - a railway timetable might
be spoken of as being infallible if it contained no mistakes!

- verbal - every word is from God. This might be better understood
as every word as it belongs within the whole, and as it was
originally written.

« plenary - the entire body of Scripture is in view as being from God.

17 Macleod, 2002: 17 and see 23-36

18 |bid. 23

19 For example, the Evangelical Alliance believes in: “The divine inspiration and
supreme authority of the Old and New Testament Scriptures, which are the written
Word of God—fully trustworthy for faith and conduct.”
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- organic - within the process of revelation, God uses human
character and personality. Special revelation to mankind is always
given in the context of relationships.

- inerrant - a consequence of being of divine origin is that Scripture is
free from all falsehood, fraud or deceit.

The neo-orthodox view

This view essentially denies that the Bible is God’s Word, but rather
believes that it somehow becomes God’s Word. The Bible is seen as
a fallible book, written by humans, recording God’s revelation of
himself in Christ. It is not seen as being a revelation, but rather Christ
himself as the Word of God is the revelation. The Bible is therefore
seen as the instrument through which that revelation is made known
to us.

It is through the Bible, along with all of its perceived errors and
contradictions, that an encounter of the personal revelation of God in
Christ is seen to take place. The Bible therefore becomes the Word
of God to the individual when Christ is encountered in it. Without this
personal, experiential encounter the reader would therefore know
nothing of God’s revelation - not “unless through His revelation of
Himself to them [prophets and apostles] He were now revealing
Himself to me.”20

When Karl Barth speaks of the apostles and prophets as being “real,
historical men as we are, and therefore sinful in their action, and
capable and actually guilty of error in their spoken and written
word,”2! he was disregarding a fundamental aspect of the Biblical
claim, that all Scripture is breathed out by God. The human form or
character of Scripture does not imply a human source or origin,
neither does it prevent the words written being the very words of God
himself.

The liberal view

Sometimes spoken of as the ‘modernist view,’ this position relies
heavily upon the results of the higher critical thinking of the 18th
century and beyond. The modernist obsession with the supremacy of
human reason and so-called scientific rationality, at the expense of
divinely revealed truth and reasonable faith, caused many to view the
Bible as being little, if anything, more than a human endeavour. It is
not surprising that a number of its exponents have either derided the
possibility of any form of divine communication or else denied the
existence of God altogether.

Though many liberal theologians are willing to acknowledge that the
Bible contains the Word of God, they do so with an understanding
that it also contains much which is erroneous and therefore

20 Baillie, The Idea of Revelation, 1964: 105
21 Barth, Church Dogmatics, 1956: 1.2:529
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unreliable. Human reason is needed to determine which bits are true
and which are not, so there can be no meaningful consensus on the
matter - it all becomes a matter of personal choice.

The ultimate results of such a view are evident and would suggest
that the Bible could really not be seen to be the ‘Word of God’ in any
significant capacity. Historical records within it are seen as being no
more reliable than the authors who wrote them and no less biased
than the minds of those who compiled or edited the documents.
Prophecy that appears to predict future events must have been
written after the events actually occurred; and events that are
recorded as having taken place likely did not actually happen at all.

A simple caution

It seems appropriate to add a word of caution at this point. What has
been presented here is the shortest of introductions to what can be a
most complex and confusing subject. To read the words of some
writers of theology, one might come away with the idea that only the
most learned are able to make real sense of the Scriptures - and that
at the end of the day there really is no absolute sense to be found
anyway. Well, that is nonsense.

Any view of Scripture’s origin that does lead to an understanding that
it is the Word of God for us today is not only inconsistent with the
clear message of Scripture itself, but actually shows that message to
be fraudulent and wholly unreliable. The vagueness of neo-orthodoxy
and the inability of liberalism to provide a consensus of ‘reliable’ truth
presents the reader with serious difficulties. Nothing is certain and
everything is simply ‘up for grabs.” Such thinking may well present
the theologians with much to discuss and debate, but it does nothing
to assist the wayward traveller who is left with no particular place to
go. Something suggests that many scholars have simply been too
clever for their own good - and for the good of those they have blindly
led into the ditch.

The religious Jews of the time of Jesus had studied the Scriptures,
but they had failed to recognise the one of whom they spoke (John
5:39-40). Many today have devoted their lives to countless hours of
study, only to have driven themselves from faith through a relentless
dependence upon human reason and understanding. It seems likely
that the apparent need of public recognition, a desire to see one’s
name in print, and the lure of prestigious academic position have all
played their part in the progression (or digression) of human
knowledge and achievement. The devil is, indeed, a most cunning
beast and has long taken advantage of the pride and love of prestige
found within many of us, mere mortals.

If God lovingly desires us to know him as a child might know its
father - even as a bride might know her husband - then he is not
likely to place his revealed truths beyond the reach of all who truly
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seek him and long to walk in his ways. We will have more to say of
this in another Module when we consider how we might understand
the Scriptures, but for now let us be confident that God is not likely to
have made his word obscure or to have hidden it away from clear
view. What Scripture says, God says, and in his wisdom he has
made his word accessible to all.

In conclusion to this section, read the following passages and think
about their implications with regard to these things:

“The wise shall be put to shame, they shall be dismayed and
taken; since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what
wisdom is in them?” (Jeremiah 8:9)

“Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.” (Mark 10:15)

“At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because you have hidden these things from the
wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.” (Matthew
11:25-26)

“For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning | will thwart.” Where is the one
who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.” (1 Corinthians
1:19-21)

“Do not deceive yourselves. If you think that you are wise in
this age, you should become fools so that you may become
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For
it is written, ‘He catches the wise in their craftiness,’ and
again, ‘The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are
futile.” (1 Corinthians 3:18-20)

INTO2 - Unit 2 - Understandings of ‘Inspiration’ - page 31 of 39



Evidence of ‘Inspiration’

This topic really belongs in a module on apologetics, though we will
include these notes simply by way of introduction to evidences
commonly presented in defence of the integrity of the Scriptures.
Some lines of defence are certainly more sustainable than others,
and students would be advised to seriously consider the validity and
implications of any arguments used in defence of the existence of
God, the historicity of his Son or the integrity of the words of his
Spirit. A good argument is worth putting forward, a poor argument
only undermines the credibility of the good ones!

UNIT ASSIGNMENT 5 - EXAMINING THE EVIDENCE |

After considering all the following ‘arguments,’ choose

which two you believe to be the strongest and which

two you see as being the weakest. Note these (you

may use the Answer Sheet provided to the rear of 4
these Module notes if you wish) and briefly indicate

your reasons.

Expectations

If the claims for ‘inspiration’ are true then we would have certain
expectations about the Bible:
« We would expect to be able to understand the Bible.

- We would expect the Bible to be self-consistent and non-
contradictory.

« We would expect the Bible to be in harmony with facts of science,
history and geography.
« We would expect the Bible to meet our spiritual needs.

+ We would expect the Bible to be able to bear close examination by
its critics.

« We would expect the Bible to be universally authoritative.

When we examine the evidence that supports the Bible’s claim for
‘inspiration’ we find that the Bible does meet all of our expectations.
The only adequate explanation for the existence of the Bible is that it
is of divine origin.

The indestructibility of the Bible

The Bible has successfully withstood the efforts of its critics and
enemies to destroy it.

- Jeremiah 36 — when King Jehoiakim burned the message delivered
by Jeremiah, God simply told Jeremiah to write it again. (see
verses 1-4, 20-23, 27-28).
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- 2nd Century BC - the Syrian King, Antiochus Epiphanes, waged a
campaign against the Jews and ordered the destruction of copies
of the Law.

« 4th century AD - the Roman Emperor Diocletian persecuted the
followers of Christ and ordered the destruction of all copies of the
Scriptures. 25 years later, under the Emperor Constantine, an order
was issued to prepare 50 copies of the scriptures, to be produced
at ‘government expense.’

« 16t century - when copies of William Tyndale’s English translation
of the New Testament were brought into England, the religious
authorities ordered that they be confiscated and burnt. Tyndale’s
translation went on to become the basis of the popular King James
Version.

The Bible has survived all of these campaigns to destroy and
discredit it. If it were just an ordinary book, could it have survived
such concerted opposition to it? The indestructibility of the Bible is
best explained if it is the Word of God. 1 Peter 1:23,25; Hebrews
4:12. The word of God is living and abides forever.22

The unity and harmony of the Bible

The 66 books that make up the Bible were written by about 40 writers
over a period of some 1500 years. The writers were from a diverse
range of backgrounds and circumstances (educated and

uneducated, high ranking and lowly, wealthy and poor), the books
were written in different places and in different styles (law, history,
poetry, wisdom, letters, apocalyptic) yet despite this diversity the
books possess a remarkable degree of unity and harmony in thought
and teaching.

A central, unifying theme runs throughout the Bible: God’s desire to
re-establish a relationship with mankind following the introduction of
sin. The Bible tells of God’s plan and purpose to bring about this new
relationship, culminating in the coming of Jesus. Jesus is the unifying
theme of the Bible (see Luke 24:44; Acts 8:35). The Bible speaks of a
universal problem: sin. And a universal solution: Jesus Christ.

A book that possesses such unity amidst its diverse origins is best
explained as the word of God. There is one mind behind the Bible,
the mind of God.

22 |t should be noted that there is a popular anecdote that Voltaire(1694-1778) once
remarked that the Bible would soon become a forgotten book, but the house in
which he made this prediction later became the headquarters of a Bible Society
who used it to publish or distribute Bibles. Those with an earlier edition of A
General Introduction to the Bible will find this repeated at the end of chapter 9. This
account has been removed from the revised edition as evidence supporting its
veracity is lacking. This is a good example of the need to use only strong evidence
and to revise arguments when they are found to be without adequate foundation.
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Alleged contradictions can often be adequately explained as a failure
to understand the structure of the Bible or as a misunderstanding of
the text or, occasionally, by human error in the transmission or
translation of the text.

The accuracy of the Bible

In all areas where it can be tested by external sources the Bible is
shown to be accurate.

The Bible is geographically accurate.
The Bible is historically and culturally accurate.

The Bible, whilst being written in a pre-scientific age, is in harmony
with good science. There is nothing in the Bible that contradicts true
scientific discoveries.

In particular, archaeology supports the accuracy of the Bible and the
credibility of the writers. In many cases archaeology has disproved
the arguments of the Bible’s critics. At one time critics said Moses
could not have written anything because writing was unknown in his
time, but archaeology has shown that writing pre-dates the time of
Moses. The existence of the Hittite nation was disputed in the 18t
and 19th centuries — there was no archaeological evidence. But then
discoveries were made in Turkey of a powerful Hittite civilisation. And
soon...

The miracles of the Bible

The miracles recorded in the Old Testament and the New Testament
confirms God as the source of the message.

Since the Bible is trustworthy and credible in so many areas (history,
geography, etc.) it follows that its accounts of the miracles must also
be credible and trustworthy.

The miracles were performed and recorded to confirm the truth of the
message and to produce faith: Hebrews 2:1-4; John 3:1-2; 1 Kings
18:22-24; Mark 16:20.

The fulfilment of prophecy

The prophecies and their fulfilment add further support to the view
that the Bible is the inspired word of God.

Prophecy is not guesswork. The events predicted must be remote
enough in time and sufficiently detailed to eliminate the possibility of
guesswork.
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The fulfilment of prophecy is often verified by history and
archaeology, e.g. the destruction of Tyre (Ezekiel 26-27), the
destruction of Babylon (Isaiah 13; 47).

The Old Testament contains many prophecies about Christ (over 300
have been identified). These include: his place of birth (Micah 5:2);
the manner of his birth (Isaiah 7:14); his death (Psalm 22; Isaiah 53);
his resurrection (Psalm 16:8-10). The fulfilment of these prophecies
is to be seen in the events recorded in the New Testament,
500-1,000 years after the original prophecies were made.

The precise fulfilment of all these prophecies could not have
happened by chance; there must have been a superior mind guiding
the writers of these prophecies, one who had all knowledge.

The Bible’s continuing relevance to human needs

The Bible meets the spiritual and moral needs of humankind in every
age and generation.

It satisfies our longing for answers to basic questions: Where did we
come from? Why are we here? What is the purpose of life? Is there
life after dearth? What hope do we have for the future?

It satisfies our longing for knowledge about God (Psalm 42:1-2). It
satisfies our longing for justice — to know that wrongs will be put right,
that evil shall not prevail.

The message of the Bible is universal — it is for all people of the world
(Acts 1:8; Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:19). The Bible is read by more
people and published in more languages than any other book.

The words of the Bible provide comfort and encouragement for
people in times of suffering and trouble.

The Bible’s impartiality

The Bible is impartial and honest in its depiction of human
characters. It records the failures and weaknesses of its great
characters, e.g. Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Peter. We are given
impartial, balanced accounts of their lives.

It is honest in its record of Israel’s history and unfaithfulness. The
human tendency would be to gloss over the failures and present a
more positive view of history.

It is honest in its depiction of conditions in the early churches — it
talks about the problems affecting those congregations.
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The brevity and restraint of the Bible

The Bible does not yield to human curiosity or human words. If the
Bible was a purely human production it would be much longer than it
is.

Major events are recorded with brevity and conciseness: the creation
of the world, the birth of Jesus, his crucifixion, his resurrection. These
things are recorded in a simple matter-of-fact way.

The Bible is selective in what it records (John 20:30-31; 21:25). It
does not record anything about the childhood and early years of
Jesus’ life. It tells us very little about what most of the apostles did
after the ascension of Jesus.

The Bible writers fulfilled the purpose God had in mind for their
writings: to provide us with all that we need for life and godliness (2
Peter 1:3). All that God has given us in his word is sufficient for all of
our needs (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

The great teachings of the Bible

The great teachings of the Bible suggest to us its divine origin. What
the Bible teaches about God (the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit),
what it teaches about the nature of humankind, what it teaches about
our responsibilities and obligations, its high moral standards
(holiness), are all things that could not have been thought up by
people alone.

When we compare the teachings of the Bible to the teachings of
people we see the superiority of the Bible. When the Jews heard
Jesus teach they were astonished at his teaching (Matthew 7:28-29).

The alternative

If the Bible is not the word of God, if God did not write the Bible, then
how do we explain its origin?

Charles Wesley considered the options:

The Bible must be the invention of good men or angels, bad
men or devils, or of God.

1. It could not be the invention of good men or angels; for
they neither would or could make a book, and tell lies all
the time they were writing it, saying, “Thus saith the Lord,”
when it was their own invention.

2. It could not be the invention of bad men or devils; for they
would not make a book which commands all duty, forbids
all sin, and condemns their souls to hell to all eternity.
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3. Therefore | draw this conclusion, that the Bible must be
given by divine inspiration.23

Summary

Taken together, these evidences for the ‘inspiration’ of the Bible can
form a persuasive argument that the Bible is truly what it claims to
be: the word of God. And so we come the end of this Unit. It may be
that more questions have been raised than answered, but there is
scope here for much more reading and serious thought as we
contemplate the wonder of God having revealed himself to us in such
a way that we might grow in his grace and in his knowledge. May
God be praised!

Summary of Unit Two

In this unit we have:
« Defined the term “inspiration” and the concept of “verbal plenary
inspiration.”

- Observed the claims to ‘inspiration’ made in both the Old Testament
and the New Testament Scriptures.

- Begun to examine the process whereby God revealed his Word
through the mouths and hands of his servants.

- Considered briefly some alternative understandings of this process
and its results.

- Considered some evidences to support the belief that the Bible is
the ‘inspired’ word of God.

23 From Burtner and Chiles, A Compend of Wesley’s Theology, quoted in Geisler
and Nix, 1986: 199
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INTO2 Unit Two Checklist

Please ensure that you have done all of the following:

a

a

a

a

Watched and understood the DVD presentation, “From the
Mouth of God.”

Read and understood the Unit notes. If unsure about anything,
do make use of your Module tutor!

Read the two chapters from A General Introduction to the Bible
that address the ‘specific claims of inspiration’ within both the
Old and New Testaments, and taken appropriate notes.

Completed the Thus says the Lord assignment, commenting on
the seven passages of Scripture and counted and commented
on the phrase from Ezekiel 2:4.

Fully understood the arguments concerning the New
Testament’s support of Old Testament claims for divine origin
and completed the A substantial witness assignment.

Complete the assignment, How the Spirit moved, making sure
that you have properly understood the instructions. Do not write
too much, but ensure that you have clearly explained the
implications.

Read the ‘evidences for inspiration’ and completed the
assignment, Examining the evidence.

Completed the Self assessment form and returned for marking.

Please return the following for marking from Unit Two:

g

o 0o g d

Comments on seven passages and completed Thus says the
Lord assignment.

Article entitled “The New Testament witness to the Hebrew
Bible” of no more than 500 words.

Eight implications of ‘inspiration’ as required for the How the
Spirit moved assignment - no more than 500 words.

List of evidences and reasons as completion of Examining the
evidence assignment.

Completed Self Assessment Form.
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Self Assessment Form - INT02 Unit Two

Please complete separate form as supplied and retain
this copy for your records

| promise that the answers | give below are true and accurate:

Signed: ..o Date: ....ovveeiiiiiiiiiiiiii,

Please circle your answer:
1. Have you read and understood the notes for INT02, Unit Two?
YES / NO

2. Have you read all the Bible passages included within the notes for
this Unit?

YES /NO

3. Have you read the chapters from A General Introduction to the
Bible required for this Unit?

YES /NO

4. On ascale of 1to 5 (where 1 = poor and 5 = excellent) please
rate the following by ticking one box in each row:

1 2 3 4 5

My understanding of the
process of ‘inspiration’ before
taking this Unit.

My understanding now that |
have completed this Unit.

My personal confidence in
this process.
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