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Bringing you news from the British Bible School

So far this year …
H

aving recently concluded the last of our spring Study Weekends, much of our attention is now
focused on production of our new video based lessons. Planning is underway for our autumn
Study Weekends later this year and for our next Family Retreat in January. And further training
events, projects and events are in the pipelines.

Study Weekends
Our Study Weekends this Spring have all focused on our New
Testament module on “A Letter from James” (NEW17). Conducted in
Aberdeen and Northampton, we were very happy with the
consistently good numbers attending the study sessions in both
venues. In addition to the textual study, material was also
presented on missional aspects of the book and the prevalent
themes it features.
This module had already been taught at a number of locations
around the country, enabling many more to access at least a small
part of the British Bible School curriculum than were able to during
the days of our full-time residential programme. And we are still
looking for further venues where we can conduct weekends like
this.
Our Study Weekends are excellent opportunities for students of
Jesus to immerse themselves in periods of
intense Bible study focusing on particular
sections of Scripture. In addition to the
classroom experience, there is also
opportunity to complete additional
assignments to fulfil the Module requirements
for the British Bible School Applied Biblical
Studies curriculum.
Most of those on our teaching staff taught
during our residential programme at Corby,
either on a full-time basis or as visiting
teachers, and they bring a wealth of
experience to these events. At a time when
information is all too readily available on the
internet, the value of experience should never
be underestimated in our growing
understanding of Jesus and his word.

Students at one of our Study
Weekends at Aberdeen

… and at one of our weekends at Northampton
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Our first family retreat
For the 42 who gathered together at Bassenfell Manor in the
Lake District for our first Family Retreat, the year got off to a
very good start. The setting was beautiful, the facilities ideal,
and the whole spirit of the weekend was a real blessing for all
who attended.
Generally the Bible School might be better known for more
in-depth study or specific training events, but this event was
really quite different. The emphasis was very much on
discipleship and our fellowship as followers of Jesus. There
are times and places for serious Bible study and practical training, but this was a time and a place
for spiritual reflection and renewal.
Families, couples, friends and singles converged from almost
every direction to meet in what is a rather less-frequented
corner of the Lake District. Overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake,
the venue was both spacious and
full of character – a very pleasant
setting for a weekend such as this.
Our theme for the weekend was
“Learning from the Teacher” …
being disciples of Jesus in a postChristian world. Through talks, discussion and drama, we explored a
little of what it means to be followers of Jesus in a world that is no longer
so familiar with his ways. We thought about a number of parables Jesus
taught, and were reminded that we are first and foremost his disciples or
followers. When we began our journeys with Jesus, we began by learning
from him as our teacher, and so we should continue.
It was a real joy to see the family
spirit of the love of Christ so
evident throughout the weekend.
Many brought along things to
share for break times and desserts, and volunteers were
always on hand to help set up tables for meals and clear and
wash dishes once done. When Jesus is at the centre of our
being, our lives will be lives of service to those around us.
The evening of the Saturday afforded opportunity both for
dramatic presentations and mental challenges. Everyone took
part in what proved to be a thoroughly entertaining and educational series of sketches based on
contemporary parables, with the children performing admirably. The creativity was truly impressive
as we sought ways of communicating simple truths of the kingdom of Christ in modern settings.
Plans are being put in place for next year’s event, but spaces are likely to be in high demand. Please
look out for details here on our web site. We are already looking forward to seeing all who are able
to be with us then.
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Training in mission
In addition to teaching our main curriculum of Applied Biblical Studies, we also conduct training
events for local congregations, aimed at encouraging and equipping believers in their service for
Jesus.
Recently we were at East Kilbride, in Scotland,
conducting training in Missional Outreach. Though
our training options are generally more practical
than our Biblical studies, we believe it is important
that every aspect of our service should be rooted in
clearly understood Biblical principles.
The idea of the training seminar is not to provide a
formula or a set of plans which, if implemented,
would cause thousands to be immersed the
following Sunday morning. There is no ‘quick fix’
solution available for the ongoing task of reaching
out for Christ in the 21st century. The purpose of
this seminar is to try to help better understand the
importance of outreach within the whole context of
God’s purpose for mankind.

Considering local challenges in reaching out to others
with the message of Jesus

So we spent the first of four main sessions considering the nature of the Mission of God and our
place within it. Much of the remainder of the day was spent considering the world in which we live,
the nature of the barriers that exist as we try to share the simple message of Jesus in a culturally
diverse world, and the values we should embrace if we are to engage in the mission of God today.
Perhaps the most important aspect here is the mindset within the assembly, for without the
promotion of missional values among all the believers, all the plans and projects we might devise
will make little difference.

BBS in Germany
The Advanced Bible Study Series (ABSS) at Gemünden, near Frankfurt in Germany has a history
spanning nearly five decades and for the last several years has had a teaching slot filled by the
British Bible School. Jim McGuiggan, who was instrumental in beginning the School’s predecessor
in Belfast, was the main speaker, with our slot being filled by Patrick Boyns who presented sessions
on the distinctive nature of Christian leadership.
A highlight of this year’s event was
the presence of three other
graduates of the British Bible School
from Europe. Ruben and Matilda
Brugmen from the Netherlands
were there, as also was Shkelqim
(Cimi) Kafexhiu with his wife,
Anila. Both Matilda and Cimi were
among a number of students who
came to us from Albania, where
Cimi still lives and works in the city
of Durrës. Matilda married Ruben
some years after graduating from
the School and both now serve in
The Hague. It really was a delight to
see them all after so many years,
and to know that God is still using
them in his work.

Ruben & Matilda Brugmen (Netherlands), Patrick Boyns and Shkelqim
(Cimi) & Anila Kafexhiu (Albania)
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Filming in the studio

Diary dates ...

For several days
over the past
couple of months
the British Bible
School building
at Corby was
transformed into
a production
studio as we
began filming for
our new Access
Learning
Programme. The
main studio
action for our
first, pilot series, has now been filmed but we have a number of
location scenes still to be shot, some of which we did whilst in
Scotland at the end of May.

Study one of our Modules within a
classroom environment at our Study
Weekends or come to our next
Family Retreat!

The first series will be on Parables of Jesus and will contain
twelve lessons for both personal and small group study. Each
lesson will come with brief introductory notes and questions for
discussion or private thought.
We are making use of virtual sets to allow for greater flexibility
in video presentation. These past few weeks have been
something of a steep learning
curve for those of us being
introduced to the fine art of
cinematography, and we look
forward to seeing the results in
due course.
We are hoping to have the first
series available before the end
of the year, and we look
forward to what we believe will
be a useful resource for British
congregations and individuals
in their personal study too. Do
please look out for more details
in the coming months.

North London Study Weekends
Wembley, London
A letter to Ephesus
with Patrick Boyns and Mark Hill
14th to 15th October 2016
18th to 19th November 2016

West Scotland Study Weekends
East Kilbride, Scotland
A letter to Ephesus
with Patrick Boyns and Jon
Galloway
11th to 12th November 2016
2nd to 3rd December 2016

Bassenthwaite Family Retreat
Lake District, England
‘More about Jesus’
20th to 22nd January 2017
Please see web site for more
dates and more details.
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Ca n Yo u Help Us to

Help Others?

E-mail : s t u d y@b r i t i s h b i b l e s c h o o l . c o m

Please read the small print …

Web site: www.britishbibleschool.com

Telephone: 01733 223 331

Due to our increasing activity and our ongoing need to help fund our teachers we’re really needing some help.
As much as possible we believe the British Bible School should be funded by
British congregations and believers. We have a lot to offer, but we do need
your help. Please visit our website for details of ways in which you can be a
part of this work.

And you can follow us on Facebook or
Twitter - see web site for links.
The British Bible School is a work of the
congregation meeting in Corby, U.K.

BBS Governors: Patrick Boyns, Bob Eckman, Graham Fisher, Jon Galloway, John Griffiths, David Harland, Mark Hill, Jack Paton, Ian Starrs, Mitch Vick, Steve Whitehead
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